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Modeling and Imaging Cardiac Neurodegeneration 

in Parkinson’s Disease 

Fatigue is a common complaint of Parkinson’s disease (PD) patients, but until recently 

few physicians would identify it as a nonmotor symptom of PD. A similar situation 

occurs with orthostatic hypotension, which is known to increase falls and related 

injuries in PD. Both are manifestations of cardiac dysautonomia, do not respond to anti

-PD treatments and severely affect patients’ quality of life. Loss of cardiac 

postganglionic sympathetic innervation is a key component of cardiac dysautonomia in 

PD; today there are no treatments to prevent it. In this presentation we will discuss 

how progress in the understanding of PD is contributing to the creation of novel animal 

models and imaging tools to be used to identify and test therapeutic targets of cardiac 

neurodegeneration.  


